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muscular exercise in ascending and descending these mountains,
loaded with heavy burthens, far exceeds our idea. I asked one of the
girls to allow me to lift her burthen of iron. From its weight I could
not accomplish it This, I need not say, occasioned a laugh in the
line of march to my prejudice.
' Our military strength did not in general exceed one hundred effec-
tive men, being a detachment of brigade sepoys, commanded by an
officer. The men were chiefly natives of the higher provinces; but the
climate of the hills, and particularly the water, was so pernicious to
their health that whole detachments were successively destroyed. The
party was in consequence withdrawn, owing to this untoward circum-
stance. I proposed to the Board to undertake the defence of the
Province myself, at an expense far inferior to the former, with native
troops formed into a militia corps. This was readily agreed to ; the
command remained with me, and this arrangement continued during
my residence in the country. My corps I increased or reduced as
occasion required. I accompanied them myself in every service of
difficulty, and my business of course was well done.
'The collection of the revenues was now reduced to so regular a
system as to give me no trouble whatever; but the interior police
and Civil Court of Justice required unremitting attention. As in other
uncivilised countries, the natives were litigious in the extreme, and
they were not without their lawyers to render their simple story as
complicated as possible. The Hadd Shikast, or infraction of boun-
daries, formed at least nine-tenths of the causes before the Court. The
boundaries of the land under cultivation were well defined ; but in the
wild regions, covered with trees and brushwood, there is no landmark
or mode of ascertaining to whom such lands belong. Nor does the
party injured ever complain when his opponent first begins to clear
the jungle, but watches the progress as an unconcerned spectator
until the whole is cleared, then loudly complains of being forcibly
dispossessed of his property. In such cases the decision often leant
to the side of the industrious man, particularly on the high ground,
such improvements being always attended with much expense.
* I had myself taken much pains to infuse into the zamindars, or
proprietors of the high grounds, a spirit of industry, of which their
soil was well deserving. The population was abundant, and fully
equal to make the whole a garden; but I was met on every side with
apathy and indifference. Although they had every advantage of soil,
they did not grow a grain of wheat in the whole Province. I assured
them that that crop would double the value of their lands. They
promised that, if I would furnish them with seed, they would sow it
and pay every attention to its cultivation. I accordingly imported
fifty measures of grain at the time of their annual meeting, and dis-
tributed to each zamiudar an equal proportion, promising at the
same time a high price for the produce next year. During the
currency of the season I made frequent inquiries, and the invariable